
Sagamore Institute to House Global Indiana 

After several months without a home, Global Indiana: a Consortium for International Exchange has secured a new location at 

the historic Levey Mansion at 2902 North Meridian Street in Indianapolis.  Thanks to Jay Hein, President of the Sagamore In-

stitute, GI Executive Director Phil Boley has been named a senior fellow with the institute and will continue to be an integral 

part of the Lt. Governor’s Indiana Working Group on China.  This group, working under the auspices of the Sagamore Insti-

tute, will address Indiana’s relationships with China, with an eye toward capitalizing on the numerous relationships already in 

existence between our state and the citizens of Zhejiang and other provinces in China. 

Global Indiana is uniquely posi-

tioned to assist in the development 

of even more school-to-school ex-

changes, to develop those already 

in existence, and to assist Indiana 

cities in the creation of lasting sister 

city relationships through educa-

tional exchange. 

Future projects will include an Eng-

lish/Chinese summer camp for cen-

tral Indiana students studying Chi-

nese and their Chinese guests who 

wish to improve their English.  Also 

being planned in concert with the 

Chinese Education Connection, a 

Carmel-based nonprofit, is the crea-

tion of a long term student ex-

change program for Chinese stu-

dents.  Eighth Grade Odyssey, the 

award-winning plan for training stu-

dents to become citizen diplomats 

may also come to fruition thanks to 

the support and infrastructure pro-

vided by the Sagamore Institute. 
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The Consortium advances opportunities for global understanding, cultur-
al exchange, economic     development, and international study through 
the formation of partnerships with world nations that will prepare       
Indiana citizens to become contributing members of a global society. 

 

The historic Levey Mansion is the home to the Sagamore Institute 

and now to Global Indiana as well. 



Goethe Institut Provides 
Support for Teachers 

During the first two weeks in July, Global Indiana’s exec-
utive director, Phil Boley participated in a two-week 
study tour to Germany.  In the company of educators 
from nine states, the tour included the small town of 
Swäbisch Hall, as well as Stuttgart, Munich, Leipzig, and 
Berlin. Similar to the United States’ U.S. Information 
Agency (now folded into the Department of State) and 
China’s Hanban, the Goethe Institut promotes German 
language and culture in countries around the world.  
This organization has offices in several American cities, 
and offers extensive materials to teachers, free of 
charge. 

The purpose of this summer’s tour was to introduce the 
German tiered educational system and the dual enroll-
ment program which provides students with jobs in in-
dustry while giving training in the requisite skills of 
those jobs. 

Perhaps most interesting of the activities on the trip was 
the tour of Leipzig that included the Zeitgeschichtliches 
Forum (Forum of Contemporary History) located in the 
former headquarters of the notorious East German Stasi 
(Ministry for State Security).  The level of repression on the 
East German people and the number of secret informants 
employed by the agency defy the imagination. 

Just as in the U.S., Germany’s public education 
system is undergoing extensive reform after dis-
mal results on the PISA of 2000.  Known as “PISA 
Shock” in English, the public reaction to the scores 
resulted in the shaking of German confidence in 
their system.  Now the Länder (German states) 
are taking steps to reform their system, making 
the gymnasia more egalitarian with more immi-
grant students, and changing or eliminating the 
Hauptschules, the lowest rung on their high 
school ladder. 

Social studies and German teachers should take 
advantage of the resources the Goethe Institute 
has to offer, particularly the Transatlantic Out-
reach Program, (TOP).  Go to http://
www.goethe.de/ins/us/lp/prj/top/enindex.htm 

 

 

Watch for your Opportunity to     

Enroll in Wave XI 

Global Indiana’s 11th education delegation will travel 

to China in April.  Tentative dates are April 10—20.  At 

this time, the itinerary includes Beijing, Hangzhou, and 

Shanghai.   School representatives will be introduced 

to Chinese school partners. 

The Fernsehturm (TV 

Tower), looms over    

Alexanderplatz in the    

former East Berlin. 



 

Wave X to 

Depart on 

October 17 
—100th School Partner 

added 

In a short, but activity-

filled trip, Wave X will 

leave for China on 

Wednesday, October 17.  

Participants include 18 

individuals from the 

Metropolitan School Dis-

trict of Decatur Town-

ship, located in the 

southwest corner of In-

dianapolis.  Led by newly 

named assistant super-

intendent, Nate Davis, teachers and staff from the Gold Academy and from Valley Mills Elementary School will 

visit potential partners in Taizhou. 

Also joining the trip are personnel from the Fort Wayne Community Schools.  Fort Wayne North Side High 

School’s principal will join central office administrators to represent Fort Wayne in their sister city of Taizhou.  

Members of the sister city committee are also joining the group.  Only eight days in duration, the journey will 

begin in Beijing, as usual, but will skip Zhejiang’s capital city, Hangzhou, and fly directly to Taizhou.  Five new 

partner schools will be created.  These include four primary schools in and around Taizhou as well as a high 

school.  The new partnerships will take Global Indiana’s total of Chinese sister schools to 93.  When the German 

and Thai schools are added, the total of international partnerships created by Global Indiana is exactly 100. 

 

Chinese Education Connection (CEC) & Global Indiana Working Together 
Jessica Yu Chen, president of the Chinese Education Connection, and Global Indiana executive director Phil 

Boley have been meeting regularly to plan activities that will be beneficial to both organizations.  Among the 

goals are those mentioned on page one—a summer camp and student exchange.  The sky is the limit for future 

endeavors.  Ms. Chen is well connected to government offi-

cials in China.  That, combined with Boley’s contacts 

throughout the state of Indiana, will result in some innova-

tive and unique programs to promote international educa-

tion in our schools.   

 

 

Taizhou Sunson High School Girls Pose  
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Don’t forget the summer ‘13 trip to Thailand and Cambodia.  

Becky Burton, Global Indiana’s  and the Orchard School’s expe-

rienced trip leader, will take a group of educators on this two-

week trip for only $2,991.  The trip will take advantage of con-

tacts created by Chris McGrew and former GI board member 

John Conant to create new partnerships in Thailand. 

Interested educators should contact Burton at                        

bburton75@gmail.com or 317-695-3275. 

THAILAND – CAMBODIA 2013 


