
From the President 
In the era of multiple global connections, the most 
important are the personal connections our young 
people make. Music, literature, food, games and 
clothing styles connect our kids to the world. Adver-
tisers make the most of these connections, creating 
demand for more of this stuff. Let's develop connec-
tions based on learning about each other. Educa-
tional links can enhance our young peoples' lives. I 
have witnessed the tearful departures of new friends 

at the airport as visiting students take their leave after a week or two 
staying with host families in Indiana, China, and Thailand.  The ulti-
mate goal of Global Indiana is to facilitate student-to-student ex-
changes. If children are our future, let’s encourage them to learn 
about the world from their peers in educational settings. Please con-
tinue to help us to connect our communities through educational ex-
changes. 

 

 

The Consortium advances op-

portunities for global under-

standing, cultural exchange, 

economic development, and 

international study through the 

formation of partnerships with 

world nations that will prepare 

Indiana citizens to become con-

tributing members of a global 

society. 
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Board Member Profile:  Dr. John Conant 

Does your school have a partner in 

China?  Since 2005 Global Indiana 

has been leading groups of educa-

tors to Liaoning and Zhejiang Prov-

inces in the People’s Republic of 

China.  Now is the time to commit to 

taking a trip to the Middle Kingdom 

during its most beautiful time of 

year, autumn.  The unrelenting heat 

of summer will have  passed and 

trees will begin to show a bit of their 

fall flare. 

Global Indiana, through its agree-

ment with the Zhejiang Bureau of 

Foreign Affairs, will introduce you to 

school officials who are interested in 

having a partner schools.  They will 

show you their facility, take you out 

for dinner, and provide lodging for 

one or two nights, usually in a hotel.  

In return, you invite them to visit 

your schools.  On the Indiana side, 

we usually use host families we iden-

tify from among our faculty and par-

ents. 

Some amazing curriculum has been 

developed as a result of the China 

visits, and dozens of schools have 

begun offering Mandarin Chinese, 

the official language of China.  One 

of our veterans, Dr. Jim Mervilde, 

who is the superintendent of MSD 

Washington Township in Indianapo-

lis, has begun a district wide Interna-

tional Baccalaureate program.  Now 

every school in that district is teach-

ing at least one foreign language. 

Your partnership can lead your stu-

dents to new worlds and new ways 

to see the world as they communi-

cate with friends made via email and 

possibly face to face, as you develop 

John Conant has been a leader for Global Indiana from its in-

ception. Since the early 2000s, John has led multiple teacher 

exchanges to China including exchanges funded by both the 

Fulbright-Hays program and the Freeman Foundation, that 

have included representatives from literally dozens of school 

corporations around the state.  He has long been involved in 

international activities at Indiana State University. Over the 

past 15 years, John has been at the forefront of establishing new inter-

institutional partnerships, expanding the role of ISU’s internationalization efforts 

across the state, and advancing international education in general. 

John has actively participated in strategic partnerships with Morocco, Thailand, 

and China.  He spearheaded with ISU colleagues an innovative collaborative re-

search initiative in Thailand. The “Thailand Project” (known as ECSLED) focuses 

on developing a truly global network of researchers from across Indiana State’s 

partnerships in China, Morocco, and China. 

 John is a student of globalization and as an economist recognizes the importance 

of global engagement to the competitiveness of the state. In 2007, Dr. Conant 

with the assistance of Dr. Kevin Snyder and Steve Akard (IEDC), coordinated a 

highly successful ISU-sponsored “China” conference in Indianapolis that brought 

together  leaders from around the state to discuss the opportunities and chal-

lenges of engaging in a global economy.  

 

Planning for Wave IX    

Begins! 

Trip to depart on                 

October 7, 2011 
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Tentative plans call for Key Leaders’ Trip to Thailand in November of 2012 

Global Indiana President Chris McGrew and board member John Conant traveled to Thailand back in February of 

2010.  There they found many schools very eager to find an American school with which they can partner, both 

electronically and in person.  Covenant Christian and Ben Davis High Schools  and Westlane Middle School in Indi-

anapolis  have each received a delegation of students in cooperation with Indiana State University.   This year’s 

group of Thais arrived on Sunday, March 20.  Their first two weeks were in Terre Haute with host families.  They  

then proceeded to Indianapolis to stay another two weeks with host families identified by Ben Davis teacher, Mike 

Vetter.  Without Principal Joel McKinney’s enthusiastic  support and Mr. Vetter’s tireless efforts to find and get 

commitments from host families, this once-in-a-lifetime experience for the Thai students would not have been 

possible. 

Is your school family ready for an adventure?  Want to stand out among the schools in your area of the state?  Plan 

now to be a part  of the Key Leaders’ Trip, Wave I to Thailand.  Global Indiana needs visionary principals and other 

school leaders who understand that making connections across the globe can do nothing but enhance the world 

view of not just the travelers—but of the students they influence in their jobs daily. 

Call Chris at 765-494-8542 for details and to let him know you’re interested. 

Wat Arun, Bangkok, Thailand 
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Topics 

The world is changing.  Indiana 

schools must keep up with that 

change by exposing their students to 

the rest of the world.  Global Indiana 

offers a  way to connect schools from 

across the world.  Take advantage of 

our experience and our services.  

Contact us to see how we can help 

your  students become globally 

aware. 
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