
 

 

    Schools in       
Indonesia seek 

partners 
Few people realize that Indonesia is the 

fourth most populous nation in the 

world after China, India, and the United 

States.  This country consists of 13,466 

islands located between Australia and 

the Philippines.  It is a rapidly develop-

ing nation, and its educators would like 

to learn about our schools.  Only one 

district in Indiana has a partner in Indo-

nesia—the Metropolitan School District 

of Lawrence Township on the Northeast 

side of Indianapolis.  Beth Williams, 

School Psychologist, developed the 

partnership.  Thanks to her, Global Indi-

ana has been invited to find more part-

ners.  Interested?  Email... 

globalindina@ciesc.k12.in.us 
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The Consortium advances oppor-

tunities for global understanding, 

cultural exchange, economic     

development, and international 

study through the formation of 

partnerships with world nations 

that will prepare Indiana citizens 

to become contributing members 

of a global society. 

East Java Shore 



Egyptian Educators Beckon 

Alzafarauh Prep School Students & Teachers 

One Sunday in late July,  Maryvonne Kerzabi from the International 

Center contacted Global Indiana Executive Director Phil Boley to see 

if he had time the following day to meet with an Egyptian visitor.  

They did meet and Dr. Mahmoud Elsaman was very intrigued by 

Global Indiana’s sister school activities.  As an official from The     

Alzafarauh Prep School in Upper Egypt (in the south, up the Nile  

River near Luxor) he was very excited about the prospect of having a 

partner school in the Hoosier State. 

Now is your opportunity to become the first school in Indiana with a 

partner school in the Middle East.  Upper Egypt is a completely dif-

ferent culture from the north.  Note that both boys and girls attend 

Alzafarauh—unlike in Cairo or other locations in northern Egypt.  

Upper Egypt was undisturbed by the violence during the “Arab 

Spring.”  At the same time, Global Indiana will not organize travel to 

Egypt if there is a travel warning issued by the U.S. State Depart-

ment.  Interested principals or teachers should email       globalindi-

ana@ciesc.k12.in.us if interested.  Travel is not a            require-

ment. 

The Sphinx at Luxor 



Fort Wayne’s Maple Creek Middle School Returns from China 

Maple Creek Middle School Principal Mark 

Seele has a lot on his plate.  This year, he 

takes over as state president for the Indiana 

Association of School Principals.  In July, he 

took a dozen students and teachers to Shen-

yang, Liaoning, China.   

For the past several years, Global Indiana 

partnerships have all been in Zhejiang Prov-

ince.  But Mark traveled to Liaoning Province 

first with the Principals’ Shadowing Program.  

His second trip was last spring with Global 

Indiana’s Wave VIII.  Instead of staying in 

Hangzhou with the rest of the group, Mark 

flew north to be a part of his partner 

school’s fiftieth birthday celebration. 

Just three short months later, Mr. Seele was 

on the plane, this time with his school 

group.  Here is his account of the trip: 

This was a trip of a lifetime, as we knew 

it would be, for our ten students and 

three staff.  Our partnership began in the 

year 2008-2009 when our two schools 

were paired through the China Exchange 

Initiative.  The principal from Shenyang 

134 Middle School first came to Maple 

Creek for a week-long visit. From those 

first few days together Mrs. Wu and I 

knew we had a joint interest in making 

this exchange a reality. 

My second visit to China was just last 

October with Global Indiana. GI helped 

me complete the arrangements for what 

was to be this third experience. It was, 

as I mentioned, a trip these Maple Creek 

students will never forget. 

  We flew from Ft. Wayne to Indianapolis 

and then on to Detroit. After a delay—

aren't there always delays?—the plane 

took off for Beijing beginning an incredi-

ble journey for all involved. EF Tours 

helped us with the details of the trip ,and 

things could not have been better from 

start to finish. 

Maple Creek students first visited the 

sights and scenes of Beijing and each 

was awestruck at the magnificent build-

ings and historical locations. From there 

we went on to Shenyang. We were 

greeted in Chinese fashion with much 

fanfare and celebration. There were  

flowers for each traveler, and the group 

was feted with many student perfor-

mances. In the next few days, activities 

were arranged to help the kids become 

acquainted.  These included music, elab-

orate meals, celebrations , and bonding 

between American and Chinese students 

and teachers. 

At the close of this remarkable day, stu-

dents were off to stay with their host fam-

ilies. Our Chinese counterparts matched 

the kids well as all of them completely 

enjoyed being in the Chinese homes. 

The kids were treated as very special 

guests and as friends. 

After some sad goodbyes, and a final 

hotel stay, we flew on to Shanghai for 

sightseeing and celebration.  The Shang-

hai experienced was highlighted with a 

spectacular night cruise down the 

Huangpu River. 

Now we are preparing for the follow up 

with a Board of Education presentation 

and a visit from the Chinese students 

and teachers in early October.  

Maple Creek MS    

Principal Mark Seele 
(back row, far right)                  

in China with     

teachers and          

students 



 

The  Midwest Conference on Interna-

tional Education is getting closer to 

reality.  The planning committee met 

again on August 18.  Several excellent 

ideas for inclusion in the conference 

curriculum were brought forward. 

 

For information or for a chance to 

present watch your email or phone 

317-387-2567.  Applications for 

presentation proposals will be 

emailed to all our members and 

friends very soon. 
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